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Don’t agree with
Murthy: Sibal

Neemrana (Rajasthan): Human
resource development (HRD) minister
Kapil Sibal on Friday refused to sub-
scribe to Infosys Ltd chairman emeri-
tus N.R. Narayana Murthy’s view about a
slump in the quality of education in llTs
and pitched for creating more such insti-
tutes in the country,

"We are capable of producing world
class institutions like lITs and |IMs and
we need to have more of these institu-
tions to reach almost every student
capable and aspiring to get into these
institutes,” Sibal told a gathering at NIIT
University. "l don't believe or adhere to
what Narayana Murthy has said.” pmi

Hindu ND 08/10/2011
P-14

Sibal: We need
more I1Ts, IIMs

NEEMRANA (RAJASTHAN): Union
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal on
Friday refused to subscribe to
the (farmer Infosys chief Na-
rayanamurthy’s view about
the .slump in the quality of
education in IITs and pitched
fér creating more such insti-
tutes in the country. “We are
capable of producing world
class institutions like I1Ts and
IIMs and we need to have
rhore of these institutions to
reach almost every student ca-
pable and aspiring to get into
these institutes,” Mr. Sibal
told a gathering at NIIT Uni-
versity here, “I don't believe or
adhere to what Mr. Narayana-
murthy has said,” he said —
PTI



Deccan Chronicle Hyderabad
05.10.2011 p-8

T PATTERN NEEDS
CHANGE, SAYS
SUPER30 BOSS

Patna, Oct. 4: Super30
founder Anand Kumar on
Tuesday described as “per-
sonal view” Infosys chair-
man . emeritus N.R.
Narayana Murthy’s speech
about the deterioration in
quality of students in IITs
and said it was high time to
change the pattern of ques-
tions for the IIT-JEE exams.
=2“Murthy’s view that the
quality of students entering
IITs has deteriorated over
the years is nothing but his
personal view,” Mr Kumar
told reporters here.

-“If poor quality of stu-
dents reach IITs, then why
do IIT professors set the pat-
tern of questions which
Iacks knowledge, there is a
huge gap what is being
taught in Class XI and XII
and the questions asked in
IT,” Mr Kumar said.

c.“It is high time to change
the pattern of IIT-JEE
entrance test,” he added.
~Noicing his displeasure over
the quality of engineers
who pass out of the IITs, Mr
Murthy has said there is a
need to overhaul the selec-
tion criteria for students
seeking admission to the
UTs. — PTT

Page 2 of 11



Page 3

Statesman Kolkata 06.10.2011 P-1

arunima ghosh

KOLKATA, 5 OCT.: The much-publicised proposed
medical courses at IIT Kharagpur have run into
rough weather with the institute yet.to get the
green light from the Union -ministry of human
resource development.

According 10 an officia] of IIT Kharagpur, a Bill
amending the statute governing the IITs was sup-
posed to be placed in Parliament following which
the IITs would be given permission to start med-
" ical courses. “It is only if the Bill is passed in the
winter session that we might be able to start the
medical courses in the 2012-2013 academic ses-
sion,” sald an official. o CL

A draft proposal on introducing courses on
technology-oriented medical education was sub-
mitted by the institute to the MHRD some months
back. “We are hopeful about starting the medical
courses very soon. The ground work has been
done and as soon as the Centre gives its nod, we

would send the detailed project report to MHRD," *

said Prof AK Majumdar, deputy director of IIT
Kharagpur. ‘

Technology-driven research is one of the major

strengths of IIT Kharagpur and thus efforts would
now be made on introducing technology-oriented
medical education, he added,
Once the Bill amending the statute of the [I'Ts is
passed, IIT Kharagpur will be the first among the

IFTs to undertake such an initfative, The institute -
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\proposes to start a hospital along with introduc-
ing MBBS, MD and MS courses.” -

According to an official of the institute, the
admission procedure for the medical courses has
not been decided yet, though the institute is con-
sidering to enrolf around 50 students in its MBBS
course, It is probable that either the institute will
fill the MBBS seats through the All India Pre-
Medical Test or introduce Biotogy paper in the IIT-

" JEE examination, .

Meanwhile, the proposed hospital will initially

. have 450 beds and will have major departments

like oncology, cardiology, radiology and neurolo-
gy. Setting up a hospital requires permission from
both'the MHRD and the Medical Council of India
(MCI), said an official of the institute,
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Sibal unveils IT
policy to boost
exports

BY SURABHI AGARWAL
surabhi.a@livemint.com

....................

NEW DELHI

he draft policy on information

technology, released on Fri-
day, seeks to provide further
impetus to software exports
from India and boost consump-
tion of IT within the country.

The IT policy, a draft policy on
electronics manufacturing that
was also unveiled by Union
minister for communications and
information technology (IT)
Kapil Sibal earlier this week, along
with the telecom policy, which
will be released on Monday, will
be sent to the Union cabinet for
approval.

Sibal expects the new policy to
help the {T industry more than tri-
pleits size to $300 billion by
2020, with exports contributing
$200 billion of the total revenue.
The IT industry in India aims for a
combined revenue of $88 billion
in the current fiscal, out of which
$70 billion, or about 80%, it
expects, will come from exports.

"This fluy in the global econo-
my highlights the need for con-
stant reappraisal of strategy
and the imperative of identifying
new markets and new services
and seeking ways to leverage and
extend the reach of domestic
non-IT services like engineering,
health, education, skill develop-
ment, security, legal, financial,
accounting, ete,” the draft IT poli-
¢y sald. A conducive policy
environment and a concerted
strategy is needed for the
country to remain a global player
on a long term basis.”

Hindustan Times, ND
8/10/2011

P-13

US ASST SECY
OF GOMMERCE
ON EDUCATION
MISSION

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes com

WASHINGTON: As HRD minister
Kapil Sibal sweeps in with his
delegation next week, a US
trade mission led by assistant
secretary of commerce Suresh
Kuriar will be reaching India to™*
explore possibilities in the edu-
cation sector.

“This happens to be the first
education mission to India and
follows an agreement reached
between Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and President
Barack Obama (when he was
there last November),” said
Kumar at a pre-visit briefing on
Wednesday.

Kumar’s team will have rep-
resentatives from 21 US schools
and universities. And its objec-
tive is two-fold: seeks students
and explore possibilities of doing
business independently or with
partners in India.

Kumar is of Indian origin ~-
went to Delhi’s Hindu college -—
and anchored news on
Doordarshan, As head of the US
foreign and commercial serv-
ice, he spearheads one of Obama
administration’s high priorities,
multiplying exports.

The education mission,
Kumar said, will be focusing on
two aspects: getting more Indian
students to US schools and
exploring oppertunities for
American universities to oper-
ate in India, on their own or
through partnerships.

The numbers of Indian stu-
dents in US schools went up this
year after dipping steadily, but
not enough to grab back the top
slot from China, which now
heads the list of countries send-
ing most students to the US.

Yy
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- The Business Of Teaching .

Quality-conscious players must be incentivised to come into the higher edutatiqn sector

Chetan Bhagat

Last week, the di-
rector of IIIT-Delhi
wrote in these co-
lumns abeout the
need to reform the
admission process
for  engineering
and other courses. This week, Na-
rayana Murthy made a high-hand-
ed comment about the falling qua-
lity of IITians. While pegple seem
obsessed about the IITs, other as-
pects of our higher education sys-
tem deserve far more attention.
Barring a tiny percentage of
elite colleges, higher education is
of questionablequality Ask corpo-
rates and they will talk about a
seriousshortageof talent. Askstu-
dentsand they willsay thereareno
good jobs. Clearly, students are not
being trained properly to meet the
demands of the globalised world.
Almost everyone agrees some-
thing needs to be done about
the education system. Strangely,
little is done about it. Money
spent on education is never ques-
tioned, it isn’t really a politically
divisive issue and fixing it is a
matter of afew right policies and
reforms unlike far more compli-
cated problems like corruption.
We have good, reputed colleg-
es that, at best, accommodate
10% of the applicant pool of stu-
dents. What happens to the rest?
Obsessed with starting salaries
and IIT-IIMs and DU cut-offs, we
ignore that millions don’t make
it. Wheredo these students go?Do
they have a shot at a good life?
Many of these studentsendup
in private colleges. These private

colleges have played the role of
providing students with a chance
to earn a degree of their choice.
There is nothing wrong in this. 1t
fact, itiseven good that the private
sector is playing a role in educat-
ing our students. Butthe quality of
these institutions is anissue.
Thousands have opened up in
thelastdecade. In NCR alone, there
are over a hundred MBA colleges
now. With such proliferation,
quality standards vary widely
across these institutes. While there
is demand for them given our large
student pool, what they are teach-
ing and what students are learning
is another matter. To ensure guali-
ty; the government has put in place

. procedures Iike elaborate approval

processes and regular inspections.

i§ Ex-academics,

%% world-class corporates .
and honest people will
never touch private
education, for they do not
want to pay bribes and
devise shady methods tog,
bypass no-profitrules }

However, these are abused and
corruption is rife. Many private
college owners have personally
admitted tome that they had topay
bribes at every stage of opening
the college - from getting land and
building approvals, to approving
the course plan and to set fee strue-
tures. Corruption in the private
education sector is such a norm
that nobody in the know even
raises an eyebrow anymore.

Students in Chennai: The best, the brightest and the rest

One big reason for corruption
is the government’s no-profits-
allowed policy for private insti-
tutes, Every educational institu-
tion has to be incorporated as a
non-profit trust. Technically, you
cannot make money from the
college. The government some-
how believes there will beenough
people who will spend thousands
of crores setting up good colleges
for the millions who need seats
every year, justout of. the goodness
of their hearts. On this flawed,
stupid assumption that people are
dying to run colleges without ever
making money rests the higher
education of our country.

Of course, none of this no-
profit business ever happens. What
happens is that shady methods are
devised to take money out from the
trust. Black money, fake payments
to contractors and over-inflating

expenses are just a few ingenious
methods to ensure promoters get a

return on their investment. This .

ensures thatnone of thelegitimate
players ever enter the field. Ex-
academics, world-class corporates
and honest people will never
touch private education, for they
do not want to pay bribes at every
stage and devise shady methods
to bypass no-profit rules. Thus,
people like local country liquor
barons, sari manufacturers and
mithaishop owners open technicat
colleges for engineering and
medicine. And we hand over our
kids and theirfuture to them.

You don’t need to be an expert
to realise that what is happening
is seriously wrong. However
policymakers are doing little
about it. Perhaps, much like the
bootlegging industry, so many
regulators and inspectors are

making money that nobody
wants to fix it. However, corrup-
tion in the education sector is not
tobe takenlightly. When you have
corruptionin infrastructure, you
have pot-holed roads. When you
have corruption in education,
you have pot-holed minds. We are
destroying an entire generation
by not giving it access to the
world-class education it deserves.
Thave nothing against commer-
cialisation of education. Com-
merce and business are a good
thing. However, when it comes to
education, it needs asense of ethics
and quality. Good people must be
incentivised to open colleges. Say,
by a simple policy fix like allowing
private institutes to make a profit.
This would mean companies like
Infosys and Reliance might open
colleges, perhapson alargescale, as
shareholders will approve the huge
investment required. If these com-
panies open colleges, at least they
will be of a certain standard. Com-
petition can ensure that the ability
to make profits never turns into
greed, But if the business model
is sustainable, many good players
would be attracted to this sector,
Thiscanbedone. Thisneeds to
bedone, Indians care about educa-
tion. We can have cne of the best
education systems in the world. It
is a matter of collective will anda
few good leaders who will make
this happen. It should not require
a fast or dharna or yatra or anti-

politician slogans. When some-’

thing is sensible, it should just be
done. For, that is what educated
people do. And we would like to
call ourselves educated, won't we?
Theuwriter is a best-selling novelist.
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Steve Jobs preferred Thomas Edison to Karl Marx and Neem Karoli Baba combined

Science superior to cults

that Thomas Edisondidmoretoimprove

the world than Karl Marx or spiritual
guru Neem Karoli Baba isn't wide of the\
mark in the Indian context. Jobs came te
India to seek spiritual enlightenment, but
returned disappointed having seen a country
afflicted by extreme poverty and destitution.
Who can deny that the invention of the light
bulb revolutionised human society? Who can
understate the significance of the
invention of the printing press?

Iconic Apple CEO Steve Jobs’s epiphany

have done far more to improve human life
than any sermon by a meralising guru.
India is chock-a-block with revolution-
aries and seers - no one can claim a dearth
of philosophical and theoretical precepts
here. But scientific and technical inven-
tions influence the lives of people less than
in most cther countries. The upshot? India
ranks at 119 in the human development
index, according to the UNDP. Under-five
- mortality is as high as 69 per 1,000 births,
and the country is home to an estimated
third of the world's poor. W by
When spiritual gurus'enter public life

sTIMES VIEW=
These technical breakthroughs """

and talk about endemic problems such as
corruption, the solutions they suggest are
hopelessly naive, Baba Ramdev wanted to
impose the death penalty on the corrupt,
which would dispatch a sizeable proportion
of India's population to the gallows. When
clerics take over and
rule countries — as in
Iran or Taliban-con-
trolled Afghanistan —

the results aren't
exactly edifying. Sri.
Sri Ravi Shankar may .
well hold excellent
seminars on the Art
of Living, itdoesn’tfol-
low he's equally profi-
cient inthescienceof politics. Asitis, Indian
society is mired in religious and political
ideas that leave little scope for questioning.
The beauty of the scientific method, by con-
trast, is that it’s an open system that not only
perniits but actually encourages continual
re-examination of its basic presumptions.

Only morality redeems humanity

of class struggle or words of spiritual

wisdom asredundant in a world increas-
ingly shaped by fast-paced technological
innovations. Steve Jobs’s remark pitting
Thomas Edison against Karl Marx and
Neem Karoli Baba is
yet another reinforce-
ment of the rhetoric of
technological suprem-

It is no doubt trendy to dismiss theories

Monobina
acy over ideas of politi-
calandspiritual trans-
formation. But don’t
forget the harm tech-
nology cancause, asin
the case of weapons of
war and the nuclear
botmb. We have an equal if not greater thirst
for political, moral and spiritual ideas.

Throughouthistorytheseideashaveled
to worldwide churnings for justice, happi-
ness and peace, This is even more relevant
in today’s world, racked with violence,

,,t inequalities and discriminations of gender,

BCOUNTERVIEW =

caste and ethnicity What is needed is an
idea that can inspire people’s imagination.
An idea they can act upon to change their
owndestinies. KarlMarx, in the19* century,
laid the foundation of such an idea. His
theory of aclassless, injustice-free society,
has inspired millions since. Even the igno-
minious cellapse of the Soviet Union has
not been able to eliminate this quest for
anegalitarian order,

Moereover, if technologx-
cal innovations were the only
measure of a society’s well-
being, why would celebrities from the
most advanced industrial nations periodi-
cally knock on the doors of Indian spiritual
gurus? India has come to be celebrated
as a land of soft power. Jobs came to India
leoking for Karoli Baba, who was also a
source of inspiration for Julia Roberts.
Way back in the 1960s, rock and roll super-
stars, the Beatles, looking for peace, be-
came Maharishi Mahesh Yogi's devotees,
No society can function purely on the
steam of technology. People will continue
to search for spiritually and morally enno-
bling ideas.
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Nalanda to start

PO

functioning in 2013
New Delhf: Nalanda University, the fifth
century seat of learning destroyed in
1193, will begin functioning again from
2013."We would like to start as soon as
we can; but there is over-bureaucratic
control. The money sanctioned does not
mean money in hand,” said Amartya
Sen, Nobel laureate and chairperson of
the Nalanda governing board, at a gath-
ering of academicians and the media on
Friday. PRASHANT K.NANDA®
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